
External Committee 14th December 2020 
KESR Festive Food Stocks during Covid-19 

 
I have attached an extract of an e-mail to councillors by the Deputy Town Clerk on 30th 
September.  
 
Owing to the cancellation of the KESR Santa Specials because of Covid-19 there will be a 
surplus of festive food and gifts as described below. 
 
Councillors’ early agreement was sought since the foodstuffs are perishable and there is 
limited time for distribution prior to Christmas. This agenda item is to confirm that 
agreement. 
 
The required expenditure is more than covered by the amount TTC set aside for assistance 
during the pandemic. 
 
http://thebigwrap.co.uk/ will benefit from the selection boxes and the Food Bank/Old 
School larder will be able to make use of the mince pies for distribution. 
 
A joint press release will be arranged between the KESR and the TTC comms team. 
 
Proposals: 

1. To confirm the earlier agreement of £1100 expenditure on festive fare for those in 
need. 

 
 
 
Phil Burgess 
Town Clerk 
 
Impact on Crime and Disorder : None 
Impact on Bio-diversity  : None 
Budgetary Impact  : Covered by Covid allowance 
  

http://thebigwrap.co.uk/


I have been approached by Kent & East Sussex Railway regarding the cancellation of their Santa 
Specials.  This was a really hard decision for the Railway to make and the ultimate concern was the 
safety of the community which would be compromised by the high number of people that normally 
attend the Santa Specials. 
  
As a result of cancelling the events, they are now left with 6,000 mince pies and 100 selection 
boxes.  Initially Helen from the Railway was asking about the procedure for maybe having a stall in 
the high street to sell the goods to make their money back.  However, I came up with the following 
suggestion which the Railway would be very happy to go with if we are all in agreement. 
  
I would like to propose that the Town Council purchases both the mince pies (all 6,000 contained in 
boxes of 6) at a cost of £900.00 to donate to the Tenterden Food Bank/School Larder and the 100 
selection boxes at a cost of £200 to donate to the Tenterden Big Wrap Charity.  The total spend by 
the Town Council would be £1,100; we currently have a £3,000 Covid budget which we have hardly 
used.   
  
If you are in agreement with my proposal, please could you let me know by 12 noon on Tuesday, 1st 
December 2020.  If I do not hear from you by then, I will assume you are in agreement.  We will of 
course report this to the External Committee for noting at the 14th December meeting.  As you can 
imagine, time is of the essence with regard to the Railway’s stock, hence my urgent request for 
responses. 
  
If this does go ahead, we will also produce a joint press release with the Railway on how we are all 
helping the community at Christmas. 
 


